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Panel discussion on the Socio-economic impact of Research Infrastructures
(JeanMoulin – BELSPO & ESFRI)
§ A picture freely inspired fromERF and ESFRI WG INNO discussions:
Ø Interactions of RIs with their techno-scientific, socio-economic and

societal environment
§ Two short statements (discussed in ESFRI WG INNO) on:
Ø RIs within ecosystems of innovation
Ø RIs and Grand Societal Challenges
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RIs	within	ecosystems	of	innovation
§ RIs can offer industrial companies to be immersed in active ecosystems of
innovation based on their complementary broad range of competences and
skills. They are most often located in S&T areas that include, near the RIs,
other state of the art enabling technologies and support services (nanotech
cleanrooms with chemical hoods and glove-boxes, fine analysis and
characterization labs with electronic and scanning probe microscopes, bio-
labs, optical labs, mechanical and electronic workshops, ICT support for data
storage and analysis, etc.).

§ Such an environment enables the creation of a unique ecosystem around RIs
well suited for innovation where research teams, standards and metrology
services, small high-tech enterprises, spin-off and start-up companies,
detached labs of big companies, Technology Transfer and Industrial Liaison
Offices staffs all together exploit the "business at walking distance"
advantage in working together on common issues in the same place (opening
spaces for “co-creation”and full partnership with industry).
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RIs	and	Grand	Societal	Challenges
§ RIs serve science and technology but also policy-making and society. The
social, societal, ecological and public sector dimensions of innovation are
particularly important for RIs in the Environmental, Health and Food and
Social Sciences and Humanities sectors (and also for Analytical Facilities).
Most of them were built for their mixed scientific and societal impact,
providing new knowledge, data and services to increase the security, well-
being and prosperity of a society faced with a series of Grand Challenges.

§ The ESFRI RIs developed creative approaches to enhance their industrial
cooperation in this perspective too. The objective is to enable the public
sector to improve and modernise public services faster while creating
opportunities for companies in Europe to gain leadership in new markets.
Numerous examples of good practices can be provided regarding the
provision by ESFRI RIs of data and scientific public services, their contribution
to themonitoring, follow-onand preparation of publicpolicies, etc.


